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Park Mission, Purposes, and Significance

At the beginning of the planning process it is im-
portant to reaffirm the park’s mission, purposes and
significance. We do this to establish a framework
within which we can evaluate proposed actions
to ensure that they are consistent with the mandate
of the park.

A is an overarching definition of
why the park exists and what it strives to accomplish.
It is based on the enabling legislation as passed by
Congress and signed by the President.

clarify the reasons Voyageurs
National Park was established and is managed as a
unit of the national park system. These reasons are
specific to this park and are based on the park’s
enabling legislation, legislative history, and other
formal designations.

mission statement

Purpose statements

can ensure that future management decisions protect
and enhance the very things that make the park
distinctive and of national interest.

In general management planning, purpose and
significance statements are used to:

• Provide the foundation and help set parameters for
how the park should be managed and used, and
provide the standard and rationale against which
proposed decisions and actions can be measured.

• Help set priorities that ensure preservation and
conservation of the resources and values necessary
to accomplish the park’s purposes.

• Help neighbors, visitors, and other users understand
the rationale behind management decisions.

Significance statements summarize the essence of
the park’s importance to our natural and cultural
heritage. By recognizing the park’s significance, we

The mission, purposes, and significance of Voyageurs National Park are:
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Steps & Schedule

Mission StatementVOyageurs
National Park

Voyageurs National Park preserves the landscape and scenic waterways that shaped

the route of the North American fur traders and defined the border between the

United States and Canada. The park and its diverse resources provide outstanding

opportunities for outdoor recreation, scientific study, sportfishing, education,

and appreciation of the northwoods lake country.

Mission Statement

Spring
2000

Fall
2000

Fall
2000

& Beyond

Planning Activities:

Planning Activities:

Revise & Publish
GMP/EISFinal

Based on public comments, appropriate
revisions to the draft will be made and
a final GMP/EIS developed. We
anticipate that the final plan will be
available in the fall of 2000.

• compile and analyze public
comments on the draft document

• make revisions, prepare, and
distribute the final GMP/EIS

Implement Plan

• prepare and issue a record of
decision

A record of decision documenting the
NPS’ final decisions in the GMP will
be issued after the final plan is published.

Public Scoping Meetings
Four meetings will be held this month to provide interested citizens with an opportunity to talk with members of the
planning team about the GMP and the future of the park:

August 24 Twin Cities:

August 25 Duluth:

August 26 Orr:

August 27 International Falls:

Sheraton Midway

400 North Hamline Avenue

Radisson Hotel-Harborview

505 West Superior Street

Orr Community School

Holiday Inn

1500 Highway 71

Questions? Call Kathleen Przybylski at (218)283-9821

All meetings will be conducted as follows:

5:00pm-6:00pm
6:00pm-6:30pm
6:30pm-8:00pm

8:00pm-8:30pm

Open house
Introductory presentation
Small group, facilitator-led

discussions
Wrap-up


